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RESOLUTION NO. 7051 


A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, 

ADDING 325 MONTEREY ROAD TO THE 
CITY’S CULTURAL HERITAGE INVENTORY 
AND DESIGNATING THE “FLEET HOUSE” AS A 
CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDMARK 
(LANDMARK NO. 51) 

WHEREAS, Section 2.73A-14 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code 
Ordinance No. 2004 (“Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorized the Cultural Heritage 
Commission (“the Commission”) to recommend to the City Council the designation of 
appropriate properties as landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, a duly prepared nomination form has been prepared and submitted 
by the Commission to register the “Fleet House” located at 325 Monterey Road as a 
landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the research and documentation provided by Commission members 
Glen Duncan and John Lesak amply demonstrate the qualifications of the property to be 
a designated Landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the applicable provisions of 
Subsection (a) (3) “Designation Procedure” of the above Ordinance Section in that it 
visited the site, attempted diligently and in good faith to meet with the property owner, 
mailed notices, held a duly noticed public hearing, received public comment; and 

WHEREAS, an accredited architectural historian has documented the “Fleet 
House” on the statewide standardized format, the California State Department of Parks 
and Recreation’s DPR 523A Form; and 

WHEREAS, the Cultural Heritage Commission (“CHC”) voted to recommend 
designation of this property on May 25, 2006 and forwarded the recommendation to the City 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed designation on 
May 20, 2009 and received public testimony. 


NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
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SECTION 1. Based on the evidence presented in the Staff Report, Minutes and 
other record of proceeding, the City Council hereby approves the addition of 325 
Monterey Road to the South Pasadena Inventory of Historic Resources, and designates 
the “Fleet House” as official Historic Landmark Number 51. 

SECTION 2. The City Council considered the designation criteria contained in 
the Cultural Heritage Ordinance as follows: 

1. Its character, interest , and value as part of the heritage of the 
community 

This unique dwelling was a prototype model for postwar prefabricated 
housing constructed in the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft factory in 
Downey California in 1949 (Consolidated Vultee later became 
Convair Corporation, then General Dynamics). Henry Dreyfuss, a 
principal designer of the residence, was not only a world renowned 
industrial designer with offices in South Pasadena and New York City, 
but he also resided at 500 Columbia Street in South Pasadena. The 
building thus serves as an educational treasure marking local cultural 
and technological contributions to the world at large and at the same 
time standing as an irreplaceable example of one local talent’s 
prodigious creative output. 

2. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style of an era of 
history of the city 

A number of federal programs were set in motion to meet the 
enormous postwar demand for housing and jobs. The Henry Dreyfuss- 
Consolidated Vultee Aircraft model prefab home at 325 Monterey Rd 
is the product of one such effort- the Guaranteed Market Program of 
1946. Designed in the contemporary/Intemational Style by Henry 
Dreyfuss and Architect Edward Baines, it bears close affinity to the 
Southern California Case Study houses of the same era. It was one of 
only two prototypes that were built and the only one of its type to be 
built in an aircraft factory using aircraft technology and materials. It 
was designed specifically for the Southern California climate and is 
the only one of its type in the city of South Pasadena or in existence 
anywhere else, for that matter. 

3. Its identification as the work of a person whose work has influenced 
the heritage of the city, the State of California and the United States 
Henry Dreyfuss, designer of the Consolidated Vultee-built, 
prefabricated model home for Southern California Homes, Inc., was 
one of a handful of industrial designers who led a paradigm shift in 
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American and international design. The previous pattern was to bring 
in designers to pretty-up or decorate products that had already been 
conceived and developed by engineers and manufacturers. Dreyfuss, 
and a few others, such as Raymond Loewy, pioneered in coalescing 
design, engineering and manufacturing at the conceptual stage of 
product development. 

By the 1960s and at least through the 1970s, virtually every American 
home and office contained Dreyfuss designed products. They included 
dial, pushbutton and princess telephones, fountain pens, typewriters, 
clocks, sewing machines, air conditioners, refrigerators, irons, razors 
and Polaroid cameras. He was a design consultant for airplanes, 
including the Lockheed Super Constellation; for ocean liners, 
including the SS Independence and the SS Constitution; and for trains, 
including the 20 th Century Limited. 

4. Its embodiment of elements of outstanding attention to architectural 
design, engineering, detail design, materials and craftsmanship 
The following are excerpts from an article in Arts and Architecture 
(Sept, 1947): “The house.. .is built of extraordinary material that is 
strong, lightweight and economical. Its design takes every advantage 
of mass production techniques and is planned with a real 
understanding of the living needs of the average American family.” 
Henry Dreyfuss added, “The house is...an example of how mass 
production products must be designed. For on this house first rate 
minds in every field were focused. We as designers made every effort 
to work with the company, not over them. Aircraft engineers, 
chemists, production designers all contributed, and in a real sense 
governed the final design as much as we did.” 

SECTION 3. The City Council directs the City Clerk to file the appropriate 
designation with the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk’s office. 


PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON this 20 th day of May, 2009 


^ 

Ddvrd-Sifuentes, Mayrir 
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ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 



I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of South Pasadena at a regular meeting held on the 20 th day of May, 
2009, by the following vote: 


AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 


Cacciotti, Putnam, Schneider, Ten and Mayor Sifuentes 

None 

None 

None 



Sally Kilby, City Clerk 


